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Deign, Sire, to accept and to appreciate the unani-
mous wishes of the city of Rome and of its depart-
ment which we have been commissioned to lay on
the steps of your throne."

Paris and the Eternal City tried to outdo each
other in adulation. After the Roman delegate, the
Prefect of the Seine made his address: " What joy,
Sire, the presence of your sacred person imparts to
every heart! What hope and security it inspires !
Your glances everywhere give life; and then what
glory during your absence ! Our wishes, our homage,
our admiration, followed Your Majesty's footsteps as
he flew from victory to victory, planting his eagles on
the turrets of Moscow, and in those even more glorious
moments when he manifested how even against the
fury of the elements could prevail that constancy,
that firmness of soul, which have won for him the
proudest triumph that it could be granted to mortals
to attain!"

The evening of December 27, 1812, the day when
he had listened to these two addresses in the Throne
Room, the- Emperor went to the opera with the Em-
press and saw a performance of Jerusalem Delivered.
The audience was very large, and, according to the
Moniteur, the two sovereigns were greeted with most
enthusiastic applause.

Constant, his valet de chambre, says in his Memoirs :
" I took my old place in the Emperor's service, and
found him exactly as he was before he left for the
campaign; his face was precisely as serene i one